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Q: On a map, I would like to display road numbers with nice background bitmaps – for example, the sign Route 66 with a shield behind it. How can I do this?
For doing road icons specifically like your Route 66 example we have an IconStyle, wherein you can specify the icon and the columnname you want to use to write the text on top of the icon.  If you  want to write text on top of other types of symbology, you can specify a seperate text style that will write on top of your symbol.

Q: I've tried the IconStyle to label my roads—the road number was displayed close to the icon but not exactly on the top of the icon.  How can I fix this?

You can use the XOffsetInPixel and YOffsetInPixel properties off of the IconStyle to precisely control where you want the text displayed on the icon.

Q: I've tried use those properties (XOffsetInPixel and YoffsetInPixel) but they move both the icon and the number, not just the number.

You can try to set the PointPlacement property off of the IconStyle as this will give you some control.  The other option is to inherit from the IconStyle and take full control over the placement.

Q: Is it possible to change the display direction such that all road numbers will be displayed only in the horizontal orientation? Currently, the text is displayed according to the road trajectory. I’ve tried to use myTextStyle.RotationAngle = 90; but it doesn’t work in the current version of Map Suite Desktop Edition.
You would need to create your own CustomTextStyle to accomplish this.  I would recommend looking at the building Custom Styles webinar recording here.

Q: I have some GeoTIFF images that are in World Mercator projection.  How do I convert them to a WGS84 projection so that I can set the Geography Unit to decimal degrees?
Map Suite can't reproject raster imagery, so you will need to reproject your vector data to match your GeoTIFF images.  If you want to display the coordinates in WSG84, you can still do this—but anytime you go to display them you will need to reproject them on-the-fly, from the projection that the GeoTIFF images are in to WGS84.

Q:  I have 10 custom layers on top of Virtual Earth.  On the Map Click event, how can I find out which layer the user clicked, so that I can get attributes for that layer and display them to the user?
The Map Click event will pass in the location that was clicked, so you can then use the Spatial Query and Distance Query APIs off of the QueryTools on your layer to find the feature that was selected.  For an example of this, check out the "Find the Feature the User Clicked" under the Getting Started section of the “How Do I?” sample applications.  Because you have 10 layers in your project, you will need to loop through all 10 (or only the layers you care about) and do the spatial query or distance query against each one.
Q: Do you have any plan to support ENC /S-57 data in Map Suite?
Yes, we currenlty have an extension in alpha testing that can read several OGR formats like S-57, GeoRSS, DGN, E00 Coverages and many more.  If you are interested in trying out this extension when it's in beta, please contract your sales rep and he will get you on the list.

Q: How can I make the names of street follow the street trajectory? Currently, the street names are displayed in a straight line, but sometimes the streets turn left and right and I would like to make the text followed the street. Is it possible to do this? I’ve tried to use myTextStyle.AllowSpline = true; but it doesn’t work in the current version of Map Suite Desktop Edition.

This was a bug with the last Map Suite Desktop Edition beta.  The new release candidate slated to be released next week should resolve this issue.

Q: How can I set which city names are the most important and thus won't be covered by road numbers or road names? I have added the city names layer at the end, but sometimes a city name is not displayed because a road name is covering it.
To set labeling priority, you will need to use the approach of adding all of your layers that draw symbology, and then adding the same layers again for labeling.  The first labeling layer added to the layers collection will have the highest priority.  So in your case you would add your City Labels layer first, and then add your Road Labels layer.

Q: I'm new to GIS and have some data in ShapeFile format and in an Oracle database.  If I want to connect to Oracle, download to the spatial database and then read the data directly, and also add references, can Map Suite do this?
Yes, we have native support for ShapeFiles and Oracle Spatial.  Once you have loaded this data into Map Suite you can easily display and edit it.

Q: How many objects do you support for displaying?  What is a typical refresh rate?  Is Map Suite suitable for dynamic applications (e.g. air traffic control)?
For the Desktop Edition release candidate, our test case involves refereshing a 1000 points every 10th of a second.  This is probably overkill for most applications, as most don't refresh this often.  Regarding the number of points: There is no hard limit.  It really just comes down to how many you want to display on the map without making the map unreadable.

Q: How do you use SQL Server and spatial data?
We have a MSSQL2008Feature Layer that utilizes the new SQL Server spatial data types.   There is a sample of this under the "Data Providers" section in the “How Do I?” sample applications.
Q: Virtual Earth has dashboard that allows you to zoom in/out, change map view between Road, Aerial, Hybrid and Bird’s Eye view, etc. Since VE is a layer inside the Map Suite Web Edition map control, we cannot use the dashboard functions. Can we build a custom layout (dashboard) that does the above navigation for our Map Suite web-based applications?
Yes, Map Suite Web Edition allows you to build your own custom UI elements for zooming, panning, navigation, and switching overlay types.  Our “How Do I?” sample applications have some examples of this.

Q: Can you provide the source code in VB.NET format too?
I think all we have at this point is C#, but there are some online converters you can use to easily convert code from C# to VB.NET.

Q: Where can I download this presentation?

Download the Webinar Video:
http://download.thinkgeo.com/Webinars/ExtendingMapSuiteExploringLayers.wmv
Download the Presentation PDF:
http://download.thinkgeo.com/Webinars/ExtendingMapSuiteExploringLayers.pdf
Download the Sample Project:
http://download.thinkgeo.com/Webinars/ExtendingMapSuiteExploringLayers.zip
You can also check our Developer Blog for full details, downloads, articles, tips and more.

