ThinkGeo “Learn How To Extend Map Suite” Webinar

October 29, 2008 – Questions Log

Q: Do you have a date for initial release of Map Suite Desktop Edition 3.0 Beta?

We are looking to release it in Q4 and tentatively in late November.  For updates on the release, you can refer to the road map link at:

http://gis.thinkgeo.com/Products/MapSuite30Roadmap/tabid/636/Default.aspx
Q: Do you have a target date for supporting S57 data?

At this time we don't have a date for native support of S57, however you can implement support for this using the techniques in this webinar.

Q: Will the overlays be available for Map Suite Desktop Edition as well? If so, will they be in Beta 1?

There will be APIs that allow you do overlays, but since it is in a Desktop environment, there will be differences on how the overlays are used versus the Web Edition.
Q: Do markers inherit from FeatureLayer?

No, but Markers can take in a feature source.  With the next Web Edition Beta refresh we will have enhanced capabilities with the Marker layer using feature sources.
Q: Will the next webinar cover real-time feature movement to update feature sources?

Yes, we will be following up with a webinar or video that shows how to edit and update feature sources.
Q: Have you noticed any performance improvements for large data sources in Map Suite Desktop 3.0 so far?  How does the WPF rendering match up to Map Suite 2.0’s GDI+ rendering for large data sources?

The performance testing we have done so far doesn’t show much of an improvement there is in WPF versus GDI+.
Q: Will Map Suite Desktop Edition 3.0 have caching?

Yes, it is planned to have APIs that allow you to implement caching.
Q: Will ThinkGeo be looking to implement simple animation effects in Map Suite Desktop Edition 3.0? Would we be able to do this ourselves if not?  I'm thinking about double animations to move "point shapes," etc.  For example, it could slide a point shape – like a truck moving – with smooth animation.

Map Suite Desktop Edition 3.0 will have capabilities to allow you to have smooth transition of objects.
Q: Do we need ESRI products to use Map Suite?

No, ESRI products are not required to use Map Suite.
Q: What's the plan/timeline for supporting SQL Server 2008 geography column?

It’s supported with the 3.0.96 beta refresh available today.
Q: Can I create the feature sources with Map Suite Desktop Edition 2.55?

No, you can only create feature sources in Map Suite version 3.0 or greater.
